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levels by the revival of learning and the Renaissance.
If the religious controversies of the sixteenth century
could have been settled by Erasmus and his friends
Europe might have achieved in the seventeenth
century a certain real unity through humanism, of
which perhaps some symptoms were visible before
the great war of our time.    It was, however, in the
sixteenth   century that  the  Germans  once more
smashed whatever then existed of European civilisa-
tion.   To our Protestant hero, Martin Luther, we
owe   the   Thirty   Years   War   in   Germany,   the
Erastian Church in England, the abomination and
desolation of Calvinism elsewhere, the rise of the
Jesuits through and  by  means  of   the  counter-
Reformation, and the  consequent degradation of
Europe and the  Catholic  religion.    The possible
marriage of  Catholicism and humanism had been
destroyed for ever under the leadership of a typical
Teuton, who in later life devoted his best activities
to advising the German princes how best to repress
all the popular aspirations which had been aroused
by his fine show of resistance to constituted autho-
rity.   Luther must have known quite well that the
princes were in fact more powerful than the Church
or the Empire, and astutely traded on the fact.

In the period of chaos which resulted from the
predominance of Luther and the failure of Erasmus
to carry on the process of European civilisation it
was again a Dutchman, namely Grotius, who came
to the rescue. The publication of his famous
treatise De Jure Belli ac Pads in 1624 marks the
laborious beginning of a new civilisation in Europe.
By invoking the sanctity of the law of Nature he